


Those who face a cancer 
diagnosis quickly discover that 
managing life with cancer can 
become a full-time job.

Until now, that burden fell on patients 
and their families who had to serve 
as their own patient advocates and 
communicate with healthcare providers 
involved in the treatment plan; manage 
their finances; cope with the anxiety 
and fatigue associated with cancer 
treatment; and be willing and able to 
leave Sarasota to get coordinated care. 

For patients and their 
families, a cancer 

diagnosis triggers a range 
of emotions—and two 

pressing questions:  
Who offers the best cancer 

care? Where can we find 
the answers we need?
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The very best 
cancer care 
has come home
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When your life is at stake, 
maintaining the best quality  
of life is important.

National Institutes of Health &  
New England Journal of Medicine
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Welcome to the Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute  
at Sarasota Memorial. We believe that you should  
not have to choose between the very best in  
cancer care and the life you enjoy in Sarasota.  
Yet today, more than half of cancer patients in our 

community leave Sarasota County for a comprehensive 

approach to cancer care that addresses the complete 

spectrum of patient needs and assists with coordinating 

a complex treatment plan. 

At Sarasota Memorial, what matters most to you is all that matters: 
advanced comprehensive cancer care, so you can continue to live  
the best life you can live.

Unless absolutely necessary, no patient should have to travel on a 
plane with a compromised immune system or spend hours in the 
car after a tough appointment, navigate unfamiliar hospitals, or be 
burdened with communicating with many doctors across multiple 
cities and states and perhaps, time zones. Cancer patients are better 
able to heal and recuperate when they can get the comprehensive 
care they need close to home.

The Vision 
Has Become  

a Reality.
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Sarasota Memorial: Recognized for Excellence
Every staff member at Sarasota Memorial is constantly striving to grow 
and improve—and their dedication to excellence has been recognized 
throughout the industry and across the country.

• Sarasota Memorial Hospital is the only hospital in Florida to have 
consistently earned the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ 
highest five-star quality award since the rating system launched in 2016

• One of only 37 standout hospitals in the U.S. for earning top ratings in 
all 10 conditions/procedures evaluated by U.S. News & World Report  

• Designated four times as a Magnet nursing institution, the nation’s 
highest honor for nursing excellence and high-quality patient care

• Rated as “Grade A” for patient safety by The Leapfrog Group, earning 
a top spot among America’s safest hospitals

• One of the 100 Top Hospitals in the U.S., named by IBM Watson  
Health in 2020. Chosen from more than 3,000 hospitals across the 
country, the 100 Top Hospitals outperformed peer-group hospitals on 
all evaluated clinical and operational performance benchmarks

Through the Jellison Cancer Institute, Sarasota Memorial Hospital  
is continuing to build upon its record of excellence for the good of  
its patients and our community.

Current Cancer-Specific Distinctions: 

• Commission on Cancer accreditation

• American College of Radiology accreditation for lung cancer screening 

• American College of Radiology accreditation for breast imaging center 
of excellence

• High-performing institution for lung and colon cancer surgeries 
ranking by U.S. News & World Report 

• National Accreditation Program for Rectal Cancer (in progress)

• National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers (in progress)

Sarasota 
Memorial: 

Always 
Challenging  

The Status  
Quo 
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“At the Jellison Cancer Institute we are 
expanding on the care we provide. Sarasota 
Memorial’s accomplishments to date have 
already earned us several outstanding 
distinctions in the field of cancer care.  
Through our work at the Jellison Cancer 
Institute, we are confident that there are  
more to come in the years ahead.”

David Verinder 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
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“The Jellison Cancer Institute  
eases the patient and family 
burden at every level: removing 
travel from the equation, offering 
total cancer care in a healthcare 
system that’s also prepared to 
treat any co-occurring illnesses, 
connecting patients to the latest 
clinical trials. To me, offering 
complete care is synonymous 
with providing the best patient 
experience.”

Lorrie Liang
Chief Operating Officer,  
Sarasota Memorial Health Care System
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Sarasota 
Memorial:  

 Facing Cancer 
Head-On

Sarasota Memorial is bringing first-class  
patient-centered care to all patients in our 
community—and positioning itself at the 
forefront of cancer care in the years ahead. 

The Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute has programs and facilities 
that are designed from the ground up with the patient experience 
in mind. Patients will receive the same level of care and outcomes 
they would expect at the best research hospitals in the county,  
in a warm and attentive community setting. Patients won’t be  
just a number and the Jellison Cancer institute won’t just treat 
cancer    —patients will be cared for as a whole person.

This world-class cancer institute:

• Provides state-of-the-art facilities with leading-edge technology

• Offers coordinated patient-centered care that brings complete 
and compassionate care close to home

• Recruits leading oncologists who are board certified, fellowship 
trained, and proficient in the latest technologies 

• Connects patients to life-saving clinical trials

• Supports integrative and supportive care programs, including:

 » Oncology patient navigation

• Includes wellness programs and palliative medicine:

• Invests in tumor research

• Offers specialized programs on the top five most prevalent 
cancer types (breast, prostate, gynecological, lung and 
gastrointestinal) while offering coordinated care and access  
to treatment for all cancer types
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Sarasota Memorial 
Healthcare Foundation:    

Working with  
Sarasota Memorial 

Health Care System  
to Create the  

Brian D. Jellison  
Cancer Institute

The Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute  
offers complete, coordinated, 
compassionate cancer care close to  
home. This is the vision guiding  
Sarasota Memorial Healthcare Foundation 
in securing philanthropic support to  
bring the best available cancer care to  
our community.

For more than 40 years, the Healthcare Foundation 
has been providing philanthropic support to Sarasota 
Memorial. Now, we are working together to help ensure 
the Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute connects you to the 
resources and treatments you need. Care at the Jellison 
Cancer Institute addresses each aspect of life that cancer 
touches: from prevention to survivorship support—and 
every point in between.

“Community support has been and will continue to be absolutely 
essential in making the hospital’s vision for a comprehensive cancer 
care center in Sarasota a reality.”

Mason Ayres, CFRE, CFP® 
President, Sarasota Memorial Healthcare Foundation
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To help bring this vision to life,  
Sarasota Memorial Healthcare Foundation 
launched a campaign to help transform 
cancer care in our community.

The Leading with Care campaign will contribute  
$75 million toward the $220 million investment  
necessary for Sarasota Memorial to complete initial  
phases that will establish the foundation for  
the Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute. 

The Campaign to 
Transform Cancer Care  

at Sarasota Memorial



Radiation Oncology Center 
at University Parkway

Oncology Tower
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The dynamic, flexible plan for the Brian D. Jellison Cancer 
Institute is the culmination of years of thoughtful planning 
that took into consideration the rapidly changing nature of 
healthcare—and cancer care in particular. Approaching the 
Jellison Cancer Institute in phases also gives Sarasota Memorial 
the flexibility and freedom to begin offering innovative inpatient 
and surgical care faster. The state-of-the-art Radiation Oncology 
Center at University Parkway, was completed in June of 2020  
and is currently treating patients. Construction of the Oncology 
Tower on the hospital’s main campus is well underway. Other 
phases include a Cancer Pavilion on the main campus set  
to open following the completion of the Oncology Tower.  
When the final phase is complete, patients will be able to  
access a complete spectrum of world-class cancer treatments, 
services, and programs right here in Sarasota.

Brian D. Jellison  
Cancer Institute:  

Leading with  
Thoughtful Planning 
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• Designed specifically to meet the needs of the hospitalized  
patients, with nine state-of-the-art operating rooms and 56  
all-private inpatient rooms

• Will provide SMH oncologists with leading-edge technology,  
including robotic surgical equipment such as the da Vinci robot Xi

• Supportive care services for cancer patients and families,  
including patient counseling and a Patient Navigation Program 

• Eight stories and approximately 170,000 square feet,  
located on the SMH main campus 

• Rooftop Cafe

Oncology Tower on  
Sarasota Memorial Hospital’s 

Main Campus
Opening Fall 2021

• Provides complete radiation oncology services to a greater number of 
patients throughout Sarasota County in a convenient outpatient setting

• Offers the latest in targeted radiation therapy with two state-of-the-art 
linear accelerators

• Located at the Sarasota Memorial Health Care Center on University 
Parkway, adjacent to its outpatient and urgent care centers 

• Patient Navigators assigned to every patient

• Approximately 17,000 square feet on one story

Radiation Oncology Center  
at University Parkway

Opened August 2020

• Designed to support complete, coordinated outpatient care with  
an Infusion Center, Imaging Services, Physician Clinics and a  
Radiation Oncology Center outfitted with advanced linear accelerators

• Supports a range of integrative therapies for patients and their 
families, with space for genetic and cancer nutrition counseling  
as well as many other programs 

Outpatient Cancer Pavilion on 
Sarasota Memorial Hospital’s 

Main Campus
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• An outpatient cancer care center on 
University Parkway offers patients 
access to the latest in targeted radiation 
treatments without having to make a trip 
to Sarasota Memorial’s main campus. 

• With two separate buildings for inpatient 
and outpatient services on the Sarasota 
Memorial main campus, the Jellison 
Cancer Institute will provide a more 
targeted and thoughtful approach to  
care based on the different needs  
of those patients. 

• Sarasota Memorial will continue to  
recruit, partner with, and support top 
physicians who have the expertise to 
define tomorrow’s cancer care and  
the heart to create the best experience  
for patients.

“Cancer patients should not feel as though they have to leave 
Sarasota to get quality care. So in planning for the Jellison 
Cancer Institute, we are not only focused on providing the 
services found in comprehensive centers today—but are also 
building a foundation to develop cancer care of the future.”

Kelly Batista 
Director, Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute, Sarasota Memorial Health Care System

Brian D. Jellison  
Cancer Institute:  

Leading with 
Comprehensive  

Cancer Care Close  
to Home 

A Transformational Gift.  
A Legacy of Hope.



A Transformational Gift.  
A Legacy of Hope.

The Jellison family’s personal cancer journey taught them 

a lot about the challenges patients and families face after 

a cancer diagnosis. Drawing on their own experiences, 

they knew that no one should have to face cancer alone or 

travel elsewhere for care. This is what drove their decision 

to support Sarasota Memorial Healthcare Foundation’s 

cancer campaign. 

The Jellison Family Foundation was created by Sarasota 
residents Brian and Sheila Jellison with their three 
daughters, Christie Jellison Mucha, Hilary Jellison 
Simonds and Michelle Jellison. Two of the foundation's 
main areas of focus are helping people facing the 
challenges of cancer and supporting local communities 
that hold a special meaning to them. 

Brian Jellison, the former CEO and chairman of Lakewood 
Ranch-based Roper Technologies, was an internationally 
recognized leader and mentor to many. He was a loving 

husband to his wife of 52 years and a role model 
for his daughters and their families, including eight 
grandchildren. When Brian lost his battle with cancer 
in 2018, the family wanted to not only honor a beloved 
husband, father and grandfather, they also wanted to give 
the tremendous gift of hope to people fighting cancer in 
our community. 

In recognition of their $25 million gift, the Cancer Institute 
will now be known as the Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute 
including the oncology tower on the SMH main campus, 
the University Parkway outpatient radiation oncology 
center, and all future locations and services that are part  
of the Cancer Institute. 

As the Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute continues 
to grow over time, the family is hopeful that their 
foundation’s support, and their story, will inspire  
others to step forward with their own gift of hope.

“When dealing with 
cancer, hope is the most  
important element.”
Sheila Jellison
President, Brian and Sheila Jellison 
Family Foundation
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Brian D. Jellison  
Cancer Institute:  
Navigating with 

Complete Care 

“We want to provide 
true cancer care, not just 
cancer treatment.”
Dr. Richard Brown
Medical Director 
Brian D. Jellison Cancer Institute 

 Sarasota Memorial  
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No matter the diagnosis or prognosis, or 
other health challenges patients face during 
treatment, the Jellison Cancer Institute  
connects patients with the complete care  
they need: from prevention and screening, 
through treatment and beyond. 

• The Jellison Cancer Institute specializes in treating and 
researching the most prevalent cancers: breast, prostate, 
gynecological, lung, gastrointestinal. These tumor sites 
represent the most commonly diagnosed cancers, meaning 
that Sarasota Memorial will be equipped to treat a majority  
of cancer cases. 

• Care at the Jellison Cancer Institute will be high-tech and 
high-touch. Patient-centered care has always been a priority 
at Sarasota Memorial. Care at the Jellison Cancer Institute 
will be no exception as the hospital continues to recruit  
some of the best cancer care practitioners and supporting 
them with the most ground-breaking innovations and 
research. The team of oncologists will use the latest 
equipment to perform next-generation targeted radiation 
treatments, minimally invasive surgical procedures, and 
immunotherapies. The Jellison Cancer Institute has a  
da Vinci Xi robotic surgical system, advanced linear 
accelerators, and high dose radiation (HDR) technology. 

• When patients require more complex or advanced therapies, 
Sarasota Memorial physicians will continue to do what 
they have always done well: partner with experts at NCI-
designated cancer centers across the country to connect 
patients to the care that they need. From Moffitt Cancer 
Center in Tampa, to MD Anderson in Houston, to Memorial 
Sloan Kettering in New York City, or other NCI-designated 
cancer centers, Sarasota Memorial will bring physicians 
together to provide the highest levels of care and ensure 
better outcomes for patients.

• Because Sarasota Memorial is a comprehensive hospital, 
it provides complete care for side effects or co-occurring 
illnesses patients may experience during cancer treatment, 
with no need to transfer or travel elsewhere. Unlike many 
other cancer centers, Sarasota Memorial does not just treat 
cancer—it provides care for the whole patient.

• For patients and their families, cancer impacts every 
aspect of life. The Jellison Cancer Institute is committed 
to a comprehensive approach to care by implementing 
innovative, multidisciplinary services such as:

 » Tumor Site-Specific Patient Navigation

 » Nutritional and Genetic Counseling

 » Financial Counseling

 » Palliative Medicine Services

 » Integrative Wellness Programs

 » Survivorship Support

Education 
and Prevention

Screening Diagnosis Treatment Supportive 
Care

Clinical  
Research

Survivorship
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When you come to the Jellison Cancer Institute,  
you can expect that the best in cancer care will be 
organized around you and your needs. We’ll be 
there for you and your family—partnering with you 
every step of the way, coordinating care between 
you, your doctors, and other experts as needed. 

• At Sarasota Memorial, our approach to care is—and always will 
be—centered on the patient. That’s why we’re leading the way 
with our innovative Oncology Patient Navigation Program. 
In this program, a trained nurse or specialist specializing in 
each tumor site is assigned to coordinate each patient’s care 
immediately after a diagnosis. The patient navigator connects 
patients to vital resources, monitors treatment plans, and ensures 
that all patients receive the care they need when they need it. 

• The Jellison Cancer Institute also provides space and resources 
for multidisciplinary clinics, which will allow doctors from 
various specialties to meet with the patient and each other in 
a single location—and often within a single visit. The purpose 
of these clinics is to allow doctors to work together as a team to 
create a patient-centered treatment plan while also preserving 
ease and convenience for the patient.  

• In addition to coordinating internally with our medical staff and 
patients, Sarasota Memorial is also coordinating with external 
partners to bring leading-edge technology to promote personalized 
medicine approaches to Sarasota. This technology has the potential 
to enhance knowledge-sharing among physicians and to improve 
patient outcomes. 

Brian D. Jellison 
Cancer Institute: 

Leading with 
Coordinated 

Care



“Cancer care has become exceedingly 
complicated. It involves multi-
modalities: drugs, radiation, surgery, 
and other interventions. The 
more complicated care gets, the 
more essential it is for doctors to 
collaborate. And not just physicians—
nurses, genetic counselors, and 
anyone else who has a hand in the 
patient’s care.”

Dr. James Fiorica
Chief Medical Officer and Medical Director of Women’s 
Gynecological Cancer Research Program
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What can my 
gift to Leading 
with Care do?

• Help provide the necessary infrastructure and leading-edge 
equipment to offer a broader spectrum of treatment options, 
including a 56-bed inpatient unit designed specifically for  
cancer patients’ needs

• Help grow a surgery program that works with the most  
advanced robotic and minimally invasive techniques available

• Assist in establishing leading radiation oncology services  
in areas where the county’s population is growing

• Help Sarasota Memorial continue recruiting top physicians and 
expand the scope of tumor site research and clinical trial programs

• Enhance innovative supportive care services and programs for 
patients and their families, including:

 » The oncology patient navigation program, where a trained 
nurse or specialist is assigned to coordinate each patient’s 
cancer care following a diagnosis: connecting patients to 
vital resources, monitoring treatment plans, and ensuring  
all patients receive the care they need when they need it

 » Integrative therapies that consider the whole person, 
supplementing mainstream therapies with alternative 
therapies to bring healing to all areas of patients’ lives

 » Palliative care: a benefit to anyone struggling with a serious 
illness or complicated medical problems related to a 
prolonged illness or injury. A team of experts will be there 
to help when symptoms worsen or complications arise

 » Nutrition counseling to help cancer patients adjust their 
diets to maintain optimal health during treatments that take 
a toll on their bodies

 » Financial counseling that connects patients and their 
families to experts who can help them navigate the 
intricacies of health insurance and manage the financial 
impact of cancer treatment



Your support for the Healthcare Foundation’s Leading with Care 
campaign will help Sarasota Memorial complete the first  
crucial phases of the plan to create the Jellison Cancer Institute 
Sarasota needs.

Your support will help provide world-class cancer care in a 
community hospital setting—and bring the latest equipment, 
technologies, and treatments right here to Sarasota.

Your support will make you a part of something 
groundbreaking: bringing the first truly comprehensive  
cancer care center to our region.

“For you, your family—and your 
community: join us, and transform 
cancer care at Sarasota Memorial.”

Bob and Beverly Bartner 
Leading with Care Cancer Campaign  
Co-chairs and Supporters



 

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from 
the division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state 
or by visiting www.freshfromflorida.com/divisions-offices/consumer-services. 

Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by  
the state. (Registration # CH103) 

Mason Ayres, President 
Sarasota Memorial Healthcare Foundation

1515 S. Osprey Avenue, Suite B4 
Sarasota, FL 34239

For more information, please contact:

(941) 917-1286 
Mason-Ayres@smh.com

Sarasota Memorial Healthcare Foundation:  
Creating the Margin of Excellence for  
Healthcare in Our Community

Founded in 1976, the Healthcare Foundation is the philanthropic 
partner that helps Sarasota Memorial Health Care System 
bring world-class healthcare to our community.

For more than 40 years, the Healthcare Foundation has provided 
meaningful grants to enhance patient care, facilities, and 
technology—and to support ongoing clinical education and 
medical research. Sarasota Memorial Healthcare Foundation 
has helped ensure that Sarasota Memorial ranks among the 
best healthcare systems in the nation.

 smhf.org/hope


